
MINUTES 
TOWN OF VERMONT PLAN COMMISSION MEETING 

October 29, 2012 – 7:30 P.M.  4017 CTY JJ 
 
 
 

CALL TO ORDER 
  

The meeting was called to order by Todd Culliton at 7:30 p.m. The meeting notice was properly 
noticed, posted at State Bank of Cross Plains in Black Earth, Harris Bank in Mt. Horeb, on the front 
door of the Town Hall and published in the News Sickle Arrow and Mount Horeb Mail and on the town 
website, www.townofvermont.com. 
  
Members present: Jim Elleson, Todd Culliton, Don McKay, Johanna Solms, Eric Haugen.  Absent: 
John Smith, Scott Moe.   

 
 
 

APPROVAL OF AGENDA 
  

Moved by Jim Elleson seconded by Eric Haugen and carried 5-0 to approve the agenda as posted. 
 
 
 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
 

Moved by Don McKay seconded by Eric Haugen and carried 5-0 to approve the September 24, 2012, 
minutes as written.  
 
 
 

CONSIDERATION OF APPLICATION TO RENEW DRIVEWAY CONSTRUCTION PERMIT FOR 
ERIC AND KRISTA THOMPSON ON RYAN ROAD  

 
Todd Culliton and Mark Sherven visited the site and took GPS readings. Mark Sherven’s recollection 
was that the site was the same as at the original application in 2005.   
 
Moved by Jim Elleson seconded by Don McKay and carried 5-0 to recommend to the town board 
approval of the driveway construction permit reinstatement for Eric and Krista Thompson on Ryan 
Road. 
 
 

CONSIDERATION OF APPLICATION FOR CONDITIONAL USE PERMIT FROM JOHN BRINGS 
AND LOUIE BRINGS AT 4182 RYAN ROAD 

 
A map was received as requested and the site visit completed on 10/27.  
 
Moved by Don McKay seconded by Eric Haugen and carried 5-0 to recommend to the town board 
approval of a conditional use permit for John Brings and Louie Brings for a small engine repair 
business at 4182 Ryan Road.  

 
 
 



DISCUSSION OF DRAFT CHANGES TO LAND USE INTENT FORM AND DRIVEWAY 
CONSTRUCTION PERMIT APPLICATION FORM 

 
A few more changes were recommended. There was discussion of whether to update the town’s GPS 
device to a more current model, as well as the fact that readings can differ from one device to 
another. 

 
 
 

DISCUSSION OF POSSIBLE REVISIONS TO COMPREHENSIVE LAND USE PLAN TO ENSURE 
CONSISTENCY WITH REVISED TOWN ORDINANCES 

 
After a brief discussion it was concluded that there should be no changes to the siting ordinance. 
 
 

 
CONTINUATION OF WORK ON ORDINANCE REVISIONS AND PLAN COMMISSION POLICY AND 

PROCEDURE MANUAL 
 

There was a discussion of the current driveway construction permit renewal policies and procedures 
in the context of the Thompson property on Ryan Road.  
 
After much discussion a consensus was reached that the whole renewal process is flawed, because 
people who send in fees can go on and on for years renewing, and then at some point, possibly after 
changes to specs or changes to the terrain, build without additional hoops, whereas people who miss 
renewing must reapply and such changes are taken into account. It was recommended that all 
permits should be good for two years and then expire, and that anyone at any later date can come 
back and reapply for another two-year permit. 
 
Moved by Jim Elleson seconded by Eric Haugen and carried 5-0 to charge Eric and Krista Thompson 
a reduced fee of $250 for re-review of their driveway permit. 
 
The discussion of TDR will be postponed until a joint meeting of the town board and the plan 
commission. Members are asked to review the county documents on TDR that have been provided. 
 
 

 
SCHEDULE NEXT MEETING AND DISCUSS POSSIBLE AGENDA ITEMS 

 
The next monthly meeting was scheduled for Monday, November 26, 2012. 
 
 
 

ADJOURNMENT 
 
Moved by Jim Elleson seconded by Don McKay and carried 5-0 to adjourn at 10:00 p.m. 
 
       Johanna Solms  
       Plan Commission Secretary 
         


